United States Attorney
Southern District of New York

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE ~ CONTACT:  U.S. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE

JUNE 29, 2005 HERBERT HADAD, MEGAN GAFFNEY
PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON OFFI CE
(212) 637-2600

HARLEM S APOLLO THEATER SETTLES W TH UNI TED STATES
TO COWLY WTH THE AVERI CANS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES ACT

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced today that the United
States has filed in Manhattan federal court, and sinultaneously
settled, a civil rights Jlawsuit under the Americans wth
Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA’) against the Apollo Theater
Foundati on, which operates the historic Apollo Theater in Harlem
A Consent Decree incorporating the terns of the settlenent was
approved |late yesterday by United States District Judge Harold
Baer .

Under the terms of the Consent Decree, the Apollo wll
becone accessible to individuals wth disabilities. The Consent
Decree requires the Apollo to install 12 pernmanent wheel chair
seating locations, with conpanion l|ocations, in its orchestra
section. The Consent Decree also requires the Apollo to renovate
its front and rear entrances to provi de accessible routes into the
building, and to elimnate a wde variety of barriers to

accessibility inits bathroons, elevators, water fountains, signs,



and t el ephones. The Consent Decree concl udes an i nvestigation that
began with a conplaint to the Governnent, from an i ndividual who
attended a performance at the Apollo, that the Apollo did not
conply with the ADA

According to its website, www. apollotheater.com the

Apollois a historically | andmarked theater that was built in 1913.
The Apol | o becane fanous during the Harl em Renai ssance of the 1920s
and has featured a wide array of leading entertainers. In recent
years, the Apoll o has been featured on a weekly tel evision program
“Showmtinme at the Apollo,” which broadcasts nusical and conedy
entertai nment fromthe Apollo.

M. KELLEY stated: “W are pleased that the Apollo has
wor ked cooperatively with this Ofice to resolve this matter. The
conprehensi ve corrective nmeasures required under the Consent Decree
will ensure that people with disabilities will have an equal
opportunity to enjoy the performances and events offered by one of
New York City's leading cultural |andmarks.”

Assistant United States Attorney DAVID J. KENNEDY is in
charge of the case.
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